Summer 2010 Newsletter
Ocean Quahog - Paul Kay

IN THIS ISSUE:
PLANNING PROGRESS
DEVELOPING A SOCIO-ECONOMIC
IMPACT ASSESSMENT
RECREATIONAL STAKEHOLDER WORKSHOP
FINDING SANCTUARY’S INTERACTIVE
MAP GOES NATIONAL

We have achieved one of our key milestones – submitting the first progress
report to the Science Advisory Panel and we look forward to their feedback at
the end of the July. In the meantime planning continues within the working
groups and local groups which are already working towards the second progress report. Feedback from the recent recreational workshop has focused our
data collection efforts over the coming months and we hope the new national
interactive map will help to reach those more disparate groups.
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Planning progress

USEFUL LINKS

The first progress report was submitted to the Science Advisory Panel (SAP) on
the 30th June. It is a snapshot of the Finding Sanctuary Steering Group’s progress towards developing their recommendations for Marine Conservation
Zones (MCZs) in the south-west.
The purpose of the report is to give the SAP an update of how the work of the
Finding Sanctuary Steering Group is developing. The SAP will give the Steering
Group feedback and advice to help them work towards meeting the requirements set out in the Ecological Network Guidance. The Steering Group will produce two further progress reports to the SAP before their final recommendations are submitted in June 2011.
The Steering Group is not yet in a position to submit a network recommendation
that meets the Ecological Network Guidance, however progress has been made
towards achieving that goal.
The Steering Group has decided that it would like to share the first progress report with the public in the spirit of being open and transparent, but it is not inviting comments on the report. It is important to point out that this is not a public consultation but a participatory planning approach. Defra will run a public
consultation later in the process, after the Steering Group has submitted its final
recommendations. The first progress report can be read on our website.
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Developing a socio- economic impact assessment
Finding Sanctuary economist Rupert Haines has submitted an initial iteration of the Impact Assessment alongside the first
Progress Report. The early stage of MCZ negotiations means that at this stage the report does not focus on the network of
sites, but provides a general introduction to the marine economic activities in the region. As an iterative process, one of the
particular advantages of Finding Sanctuary is that our stakeholders will be able to work closely with Rupert over the next
nine months to help ensure that the final report presents a comprehensive view of the issues and background behind key
marine economic sectors in the South West.
Work is now underway to feed additional socioeconomic information into the MCZ planning process. As the Working
Groups continue to deliberate the potential locations of MCZs in ever increasing detail the Project Team are seeking to provide ever finer grain information which can help Working Group and Steering Group members to discuss the possible impacts of different MCZ scenarios. The first iteration of the economic impact assessment is available on the website.

Recreational stakeholder workshop
Forty stakeholders representing divers, anglers, canoeists, leisure
boaters, tourism representatives and charter-boat operators attended this workshop on the 23rd June.
The event began with talks from sector representatives; Caroline
Price - RYA, David Mitchell - Angling Trust and Emma Whittlesea South West Tourism, to introduce different perspectives on MCZs.
Guest speak Paul Rose gave a fascinating account of his experiences as BBC presenter and diver. His resounding support for
Finding Sanctuary was apparent by his enthusiasm and involvement throughout the day.
KEY OUTCOMES

Attendees were given the opportunity to review and comment on
recreational sea users’ activity maps created by the project team. The
maps are the result of an intensive 18 months of data gathering during which over 400 individuals and 400 clubs and organisations were
interviewed representing more than 150,000 sea users.
The feedback gathered through the meeting will help to focus the
work of the liaison officers over the coming months to help us make
every effort to close the gaps identified. The challenge remains to
engage sufficient numbers of recreational sea users and the main
problem seems to be that many people do not belong to a club which
makes communicating with them very difficult. It is hoped that promotion of the new national interactive map will reach some of these
independent sea users.

1.

Stakeholders had the opportunity to meet
their Steering Group representatives.

2.

All recreational stakeholder maps were
reviewed by attendees.

3.

Stakeholders identified geographical areas currently underrepresented for each
sector.

4.

Attendees provided lists of additional
clubs/ organisations/ businesses and individuals for the project team to approach.

5.

Stakeholders suggested new avenues for
promoting the Interactive Map.

Visit the website for a full workshop report and to view
videos of the presentations.
“I thought the event was very well run and it was extremely interesting and
useful to get diverse groups together like that” - David Mitchell, the Angling
Trust.

Finding Sanctuary’s Interactive Map goes national
You may already have used Finding Sanctuary's interactive map online, but now a national version has been
rolled out, to allow sea users across England to share
their information with the Marine Conservation Zone
project.
The map aims to give an insight into how the sea is being
used, and to build upon what we know about existing
marine species and habitats in our seas. Finding Sanctuary invites anyone who uses the sea in the south-west to
contribute to this initiative, which will help to identify
potential sites for Marine Conservation Zones (MCZs).
Click here to see the Interactive Map

Stalked Jellyfish by Paul Kay

Find out what species and habitats MCZs will protect

The stalked jellyfish can move by using one of its tentacles as an anchor, detaching its base and then
"cartwheeling" to a new position.

Natural England has produced a catalogue of the features (species
and habitats) which will be protected by new Marine Conservation Zones (MCZs).
The online catalogue provides photos and descriptions of the species and habitats which are listed in the Ecological Network Guidance. The Guidance was recently published by Natural England
and the Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) to guide the
work of the four regional project stakeholder groups to plan
MCZs.
This is a useful tool for people involved in the planning of MCZs
but also for those who just want to find out more about some of
the interesting animals and plants that live in our seas.
Click here to visit the features catalogue

Final Ecological Network Guidance published
Natural England and the JNCC have published the final Ecological Network Guidance
to guide the work of the Finding Sanctuary Steering Group and the other regional
MCZ project stakeholder groups. The guidance is Natural England’s and the JNCC’s
statutory advice on what is required to meet the Government’s UK Marine Protected Area network design principles, and the objectives for the selection of individual Marine Conservation Zones. It will provide the basis on which Government
expects the regional stakeholder groups develop their recommendations.
The full Guidance can be downloaded from the Natural England website or JNCC
website.
Click here to read Finding Sanctuary’s summary of the guidance.

Meet a Steering Group member - John Butterwith
What sector do you represent on the Finding Sanctuary Steering Group?
I am one of the commercial fishing representatives on the Steering Group and I also
sit on the Offshore Working Group. I have been involved with Finding Sanctuary for
over four years, and my specialist area is the north coast of the region, and the Bristol
Channel. I believe that it is vital for the fishing sector to be part of the process to plan
Marine Conservation Zones.
Why do you think you are well suited to this role?
Being born and bred in a north Devon fishing village, and a fisherman since 1982, I
have a detailed knowledge of the Bristol Channel commercial fishing industry. Not
only have I owned three fishing vessels, but I have offshore experience working aboard a large beam trawler. Now retired
from the sea, I am Chief Executive of the North Devon Fishermen’s Association.
What is your message to south-west fishermen?
I am a great believer in the saying, ‘one has to be in it to steer it’. The Industry is being systematically eroded by offshore
wind farms, aggregate extraction, lack of quota and effort limitation etc. Fishermen are encouraged to stake their fishing
grounds by types of gear used, and be active in the selection process through their Steering Group or Local Group representative.
Fishermen do not own the sea, it is a shared resource, and by working together, we can benefit the marine environment
without impacting on the livelihoods of the commercial fishing industry.

Diary Dates

Useful Links

July
27th July: 3rd Inshore Working Group meeting
29th July: Somerset Local Group meeting
August
4th Aug: Isles of Scilly Local Group meeting
September

Finding Sanctuary first progress report
Finding Sanctuary summary of Ecological Network Guidance
Reports from Finding Sanctuary Steering Group, Working
Group and Local Group meetings
Finding Sanctuary timeline and meetings calendar
Ecological Network Guidance (Natural England & JNCC)

8th Sep: 5th Offshore Working Group meeting
9th Sep: 4th Inshore Working Group meeting
30th Sep: Dorset Local Group meeting

Links to Regional Projects

October
7th Oct: Steering Group meeting
th

th

14 Oct: 6 Offshore Working Group meeting
21st Oct: 5th Inshore Working Group meeting
November
18th Nov: 7th Offshore Working Group meeting
24th Nov: 6th Inshore Working Group meeting

PROJECT PARTNERS

Balanced Seas
Irish Sea Conservation Zones
Net Gain

