Nature Map was produced by the South West
Regional Biodiversity Partnership. We expect
the map to be used by the region’s decisionmakers, organisations and businesses to:

3. assist in targeting the new
Environmental Stewardship Scheme;
4. develop partnerships and projects for
biodiversity in the region;
5. provide a focus for projects that will
help biodiversity to adapt to climate
change.

South West Nature Map identifies the best
areas in our region to conserve, create and
connect wildlife habitats at a landscape scale.
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1. identify where most of the major
biodiversity concentrations are found
and where targets to maintain, restore
and re-create wildlife might best be met;
2. formulate sustainable choices for
development, e.g. through Local
Development Frameworks and the
Regional Spatial Strategy;

South West Nature Map

South West Regional
Biodiversity Partnership

For more information about the South West Nature Map visit the South West Biodiversity website,
www.swbiodiversity.org.uk or contact South West Biodiversity Co-ordinator, South West Regional
Biodiversity Partnership, c/o English Nature, Level 2, Renslade House, Bonhay Road, Exeter, EX4 3AW
Tel: 01392 457401 Email: swrbp@swwt.org.uk
To download a copy of the Nature Map for use with GIS please visit
www.swenvo.org.uk/nature_map/nature_map.asp
Front Cover Photos: Peter Wakely, James Diamond & Paul Glendell/English Nature. John Waldon.
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Biodiversity: a Natural Advantage for the South West
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The South West Nature Map shows
the best areas to maintain and
expand (through restoration and/or
re-creation) terrestrial wildlife
habitats at a landscape scale. Land
outside of the Nature Map areas also
contains wildlife sites and species

that are important in their own right.
There are many different tools and
mechanisms in place that contribute
to their conservation, and Nature Map
is a significant addition to the wider
strategy for biodiversity conservation
in the region.

Each area contains a mosaic of habitats.
The predominant habitat type for each
area is shown in the key:
Woodland
Chalk Downland
Limestone Grassland
Neutral Grassland
Purple Moor Grass & Rush Pasture
Upland Heath
Lowland Heath
Coastal & Floodplain Grazing Marsh
Standing Open Water
Coastal Habitats
Mosaic of Habitats
Principal River Networks
County/Unitary Authority Boundary
Area outside of SNAs also contains
important wildlife sites and species

The Nature Map:
● selects landscape scale blocks of land, known as
Strategic Nature Areas (SNAs)
● was produced using the best available biodiversity
data, local expert knowledge and the South West
Wildlife Trust’s Rebuilding Biodiversity methodology
● selects SNAs that will contain a mosaic of habitats,
building on existing core areas and co-existing with
other land uses, such as agriculture and recreation
● includes principal rivers as important linear features for
biodiversity

